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The Message that points to Christ on the Cross seems like sheer
silliness to those hellbent on destruction, but for those on the way of
salvation it makes perfect sense. This is the way God works, and most
powerfully as it turns out.
- 1 Corinthians 1. 18 (MSG)

My grandma used to warn me about “silly” behavior. At this
point, I don’t even know why, just that she was concerned
that I didn’t get caught up in foolishness. I suppose even as
a child I thoroughly enjoyed laughing and joking around with
people. Grandma must’ve worried that I would get too caught
up in it. Now I preach a message of silliness to those who
don’t believe in Jesus. And frankly, I get that. As I reflect on the gospel story, it becomes
evident that the craziness of the message began before Jesus even died on the cross.
Jesus told his disciples that He must suffer and die (Luke 9. 22, Mark 8.31, Matthew 16,
21 and 17. 22). Peter, who had just declared that Jesus was the Christ, tells Jesus not
to say such things. Jesus’ response was to tell Peter to get behind Him (Matthew 16. 2223)! The disciples saw the Messiah as the victorious King. Victory is not won through
death, but through the destruction of their enemies. This is the way of the world. This is
the way things have operated from the beginning of history. If you had a better army, if
you were stronger than those who oppose you, then you would have victory. To hear the
Messiah declare that He would be killed was foolish - silly if you would. Yet Jesus
continued to do more than just preach the words, Jesus went to the Cross. He challenged
their thinking and expectations, and eventually, they would get it. The way of the cross,
silliness to the world, would really be the one path to salvation.
This Lent, we will journey to the Cross. On Sunday mornings we will explore the path to
the cross that Jesus walked. From Peter’s confession, through the washing of feet, we
will worship the humble Christ who died for us. On Wednesday evenings we will join our
brothers and sisters from the other Northern Lebanon United Methodist Churches as we
explore the “Journey to the Cross.” My prayer is that through these times of worship, you
may come to grow in your love and commitment to our loving Lord.
So I am glad to be foolish by the world’s standards. While they keep fighting and pursuing more stuff and more
power, I am obsessed with learning more about the slaughtered lamb. To me, it makes perfect sense. God is
perfect. I am not. My presence and His are not compatible until a price is paid. As much as I wish to be able to,
I am painfully aware of my inability to pay it. What can I do? Hope that somebody would pay it? Well, that is
exactly why the Cross of Christ has so much attraction to me. He has paid the price- not just for my sins, but
for everybody’s sins! While some would think that is a foolish idea, I am simply in awe of the great grace of
God. “This is the way God works, and most powerfully as it turns out (1 Corinthians 1. 18b (MSG)).”

May that power find us this Lenten season!

Pastor Robb

March 2022 – from Jess Grimes, Director of Youth and Worship
We are so thankful for the wonderful weekend of retreat our youth had in February at
Kenbrook Camp. We had a competition going all weekend called Battle for the Banner which
included lots of games and craziness and in the end, in the spirit of unity the winning team
chose to allow both teams to sign the banner. It was a holy moment indeed! We all dressed
in silly costumes and performed Mash Up dance routines, we played archery tag in the gym
and had a blast shooting soft tip arrows at each other, we gathered around a campfire on a
cold February night and poured out our hearts to God in prayer, and most of all we all made
for space God in our lives…and He showed up!

It was sooo sweet…sweet fellowship! Thank you to all the couples who came out for the
Sweetheart Fundraiser dinner on Feb 20. The table of desserts was overwhelming and
delicious! We collected $1195 that night towards our summer trip and it truly was our
pleasure to serve you! Please continue to be in prayer for our High School Youth Summer
mission trip to Cape Charles, VA on June 26 -July 1. If anyone is interested in being a prayer
partner for any of our team members, please contact Jess Grimes.

Empty Bowls/ Hunger Awareness Night will be held on March 13th at 6
p.m. Join us for a soup and bread dinner. A representative from
Midwest Food Bank will share.
We will continue collecting money for hunger (specifically to Midwest
Food Bank). Look for the big soup kettle in the narthex. Watch each
week to see the current total of donations collected!
Midwest Food Bank currently
distributes over $32 million worth of
food to over 2,000 non-profits each
month. We stand ready for disaster
relief efforts and can get food-filled relief boxes to those in need, within
24 hours. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the valuable work of
our volunteers, and most importantly, the blessings of God, Midwest
Food Bank now shares the blessings worldwide. In 2020, we distributed
over $383 million worth of food.
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Sunday Morning Groups
gathering at 9:30 – 10:15 a.m.
- Class led by Dave Hahnlen in Rooms 22/24
- Children meet in main hallway in Room 23
- Discussion classes in Fellowship Hall
-“The Chosen, season 2” video and ladies discussion group in south end.
-Discussion group in the north end, led by Eric Wentling
Children’s Church is dismissed during the 10:30 service

WEDNESDAY EVENING GROUPS
Our Northern Lebanon United Methodist Churches will once again come
together to worship and study together during this Lenten Season.

“JOURNEY TO THE CROSS”
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Wednesday evenings at 7pm
Jonestown UMC – “The things that make for peace”
Trinity UMC – “In the garden”
Ono UMC – “Do what you came for, friend”
Emmanuel UMC – “Two different trials”
Bellegrove UMC – “To carry another’s Cross”
Fredericksburg – “Death of the Divine”
Trinity UMC – “Maundy Thursday”
…continuing at Ono
Youth Production Team in the youth room
-Kids4Jesus in Fellowship Hall

Missions Committee Updates

True Life Youth Ministries
(Formerly Lebanon Valley YFC)
We have been supporting True Life Ministries for many years. Some of our groups at
church have rented their cabin in the woods located north of Lickdale.
March is a big month each year for True Life. They hold an annual auction to help support
their ministry. This year the auction takes place on March 18 and 19 at the Lebanon Expo
Center.
Opportunities exist to volunteer for work leading up to and during the weekend of the auction.
(717) 272-5106 is the phone number to call if interested.
Below is a summary of the mission of True Life Youth Ministries of Lebanon.
Founded in 1945, True Life Youth Ministries reaches the youth of our
community. Our leadership team consists of a board of directors comprised of
local business and community leaders who work closely with the executive
director, who in turn oversees our staff.
Originally organized to provide evangelistic, Saturday night youth rallies for
teenagers across Lebanon County, True Life Youth Ministries began a transition
in 1992 of reaching the youth living in Lebanon city. Since that time God has
transitioned us into a dynamic urban ministry reaching children and teenagers
from some of the most neglected neighborhoods in our community.

Ono Pre-School
now accepting
applications for
22-23 fall enrollment!
For more info, call

717-865-1333.

Have you moved or gotten a
new phone numer?
Please let the office know of any changes
to your information
by calling 717-865-7469 or email at
onochurch@gmail.com

Thank you!

Update on the Gospel Center – Local Ministry to our community

On Saturday, March 12th, a group from Ono will once again
share worship and a meal with the folks at the Gospel
Center. There are many ways you can share in this ministry
– donations of food, money or gift cards, bake a dessert,
help to serve the meal, share a musical talent during the
worship service or share a testimony. Please contact Kim
Moyer at 717-926-5077 if interested.

Easter Cantata Rehearsal on:
Thursday evenings
7:15 - 8:15 p.m.
All are welcome to join in song!!

Gather small
Love Deep
ordinary moments matter!

A backpack full of thanks!

Ono’s Backpacks of Hope ministry would not be able to
continue to bless Lebanon County foster kids and families were
it not for all the wonderful donations you and some local
organizations provide us with.
Please be on the look out for a “donation of the month” which
will offer us the opportunity to be ready when called for a BP.

We’re continuing bath and personal care items for infants and
the young child for March. Please place your donation in the

crate provided at the Mission Collection Corner, by the elevator.

Thank you!

The Easter Story

St. Patrick, patron saint of Ireland. Born in
Roman Britain in the late 4th century, his family home
was attacked, and he was kidnapped at the age of 16
and taken to Ireland as a slave.
After about 10 years, he escaped, but returned
after having a dream that the Irish people were begging
him to come back! And so, he did. In 432, he stepped
into his call to share Christ and convert the Irish to
Christianity. By the time of his death on March 17, 461,
he had established monasteries, churches, and schools.
Many legends grew up around him—for example,
that he drove the snakes out of Ireland and used the
shamrock to explain the Trinity. Ireland came to celebrate
his day with religious services and feasts. Saint Patrick's
Day is celebrated on Thursday, March 17, 2022. Thank
you, St. Patrick!

Saturday, April 16th, 10 a.m. at the Church – Toddler – 5th Grade
Donations of wrapped candy and small prizes are needed.
Please see Loretta Longenecker if you have questions.
Egg-fill night is Monday, April 4th beginning at 6:45pm.
All are welcome to help!

