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“This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this: to lay 
down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants anymore, because a servant doesn’t know what his master is doing. I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything I have heard from my Father. 
 

-John 15. 12- 15 (CSB) 

 

There are a lot of concepts that I thoroughly enjoy contemplating about God. For 
example, while I am not a huge fan of sand and sun, I love going to the beach. Gazing 
out at the horizon sets forth a standard of vastness that my finite brain and intellect 
ponders as reality. To think that God’s power is so great and grand truly humbles my 
small presence. However, of all the great theological concepts that are out there, 
perhaps the most befuddling to me is found in the simplicity of the statement that Jesus 
calls us friend. 
 

Jesus, who was present and working at the creation of all things (John 1) and who 
sustains all things (Colossians 1. 16-17), called His followers friends. He knew their 
faults and failures. He knew that Peter would confess Him, yet later rebuke Him 
(Matthew 16). He knew Peter would deny him (Matthew 26), yet He still called Peter a 
friend. He knew that Judas would betray Him, yet even then He calls him friend 
(Matthew 26. 50). He was aware that He was going to the cross alone, yet He still 
called them friends. What kind of Creator is this? What kind of Lord and Savior doesn’t 
demand faithful obedience as Master, but instead desires the intimacy that comes with 
friendship? To me, this mystery is as profound as any other concept within our faith- 
Jesus desires the intimacy of friendship. 
 

Perhaps this befuddles me because I have felt the sting of “friendship” when it goes in a 
surprising direction. But Jesus knew this well, too. He knew that His friends were not 
perfect- and that gives me great hope! Because I know my failures well. I know the 
times when I have not been a very good friend to Him, yet His grace and love has 
remained steadfast. Like His disciples, we can remain confident that even when we are 
undeserving, Jesus’ heart for us remains unchanged. He wants to be our friend. 
 

When it is said and done, humans are relational by nature. This is how God created us. 
The gospel message reminds us that He desires to have a relationship with us- not 
simply that we would understand the theological concepts of love and grace, but that 
we could experience them! We have a God who can sympathize with us (Hebrews 4. 
14-16). We have a God who doesn’t simply demand loyalty, but requests the loyal 
response of a friend. This intimacy was to be shared by His Church- that we should love 
one another as He has loved us (John 15. 12). As someone who feels like he has had a 
“blessed” life, I would say the greatest blessing is that God walks with me as a friend- 
even in the moments when I have failed Him. Let us walk this path of friendship 
together so that we can be His faithful children in everything we do for His glory. 
 
Pastor Robb 



Youth and Worship news by Jessica Grimes  

 

Why does it always take forever for summer 

to arrive and why does it go by so fast!?!  It is 

hard to believe that we beginning August!  

We praise God for chances to reconnect with 

many of our youth this summer!  It has been 

great seeing some kids we haven’t seen in a 

while and having opportunities to catch up 

and share Jesus with them.   

Our high schoolers have been traveling 

around this summer for TBS (traveling bible 

study) as we have been welcomed to 

different homes/pools for swimming, 

discussion and fun!  Thanks to all our hosts 

who have been so hospitable in having the 

youth at their homes!  In August they are 

looking forward to a trip to Camel Beach Water Park before they have to head back to school! 

Our Middle Schoolers have been busy with DUBS (Destination Unknown Bible study) Each night they 

come and we travel to an unknown destination that relates to our Bible study/message for the night.  They 

have also been memorizing scripture each night!  They are looking forward to a fun day at Gretna Glen Camp in 

August to do ziplines, high ropes, swimming and more!    

                                

                       

 

Summer Mission Project for Ono Youth 

and families:  Thank you to everyone 

who has been saving change in support 

of Gretna Glen Camp.  We encourage 

you to keep saving and bring your gift 

to the campfire in the narthex by August 8th.  The youth will be rolling all the change and counting everything 

collected with the hope of presenting a check to Gretna Glen on Monday August 16. 



Ono Children’s Ministry   
 

 

 

We are having our Science VBS August 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th. Please pray 

for this event. This is a perfect time to connect with the kids and show 

them the Love of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

We started planing and working on making the old library into a 

Children’s ministry room. I am so excited to see how it comes out and 

cannot wait to use the room for the kid’s ministry. 

 

We are looking forward to the rest of the year in the kid’s ministry. Some 

of the things to be looking forward to are Red Carpet event, Kid’s movie 

night, Trip to Chocolate World, and Parent’s date night. 

Don’t forget that Parking Lot Ministry runs every Wednesday from 

11:30am till 1pm. The last one will be August 18th.  

We are starting a parenting SS class that will be discussing the  

Book “5 Love Languages of Children” starting September 5th.  

 

Thank you for all the support and prayers. Keep your eyes on Jesus.  



         Mt. Lebanon Campmeeting was held July 11th to 18th  
 129th Campmeeting Anniversary 

 

 
     Our thanks to the individuals from our church that prepared and served 
92 pot pie dinners, including donated homemade cakes for dessert-  Ilene 
Schriver, Don and Joanne Siegrist, Vernice Helms and Debbie George.   Stu 
and Joyce Ziegler helped in previous years.  Our church has been doing this 
for the past 8 years, on the Monday of Campmeeting.  The Ono Fire Co. 
Auxiliary helps to make the pot pie and pepper cabbage. 

 

   Joanne Siegrist, Vernice Helms and Ilene Schriver                                         Don Siegrist 



 

 

    

          8/1 Dorothy George  92nd!                                           

   8/1 Dale Helms  83rd! 

   8/1 Josie Moyer 

   8/1 Jim Snyder 

   8/3 Don Parker    

   8/3 Laurie Eisenhour 

   8/4 Peggy Wike 

   8/6 Joseph George 

   8/7 Marlene Newburn 

 8/12   Hope Dissinger 

8/14   Zak Marinkov 

  8/14   Keith Peiffer   

  8/15   Lorraine LaPorte 

  8/15   Loretta Longenecker 

 8/15   Ryan Longenecker 

 8/15   Allie Sallada  

8/15   Bob Walker 

 

8/21  Hannah Pho 

8/24  Thomas Shuey, IV 

8/24 Caleb Hostetter 

8/24   Amy Meyer 

8/26 Grace Boyanowski  84th! 

8/26 Bob Shuey 

8/26   Todd Dresch 

8/27   Jeff Artley 

8/27   Marlin Good 

8/27   Eric Wentling 

8/28   Polly Funck  89th! 

8/28   Elly Wentling 

8/28   Evan Ditzler 

8/29   Ken Gerberich 

8/29   Alaina Govern 

8/30   Glenn Barnhart, Sr. 

8/30   Jessica Miller 

8/31   Jordan Nichols 

 



Ono Preschool currently 

has 10 openings in their 

program! 

 
Cost is - $85 for the 2 day 

classes which meet 

Tuesday/Thursday from 9 am 
to 11:30 am 

and 

Monday/Wednesday from 
12:30 - 3pm 

. 
Cost is - $120 for the 3 day 

class for children that will be 

entering Kindergarten the 
following Fall. 

That class meets M/W/F from 
9am to 11:30 am. 

 

 

Update on the 74 McGillstown Road Property 

At the June Ad Council meeting, Ad Council discussed the congregational vote in May to 

proceed with the purchase of the 74 McGillstown Road property.  At this time, the Finance 

Committee and Trustees are working on arranging with Ken and Kim Moyer a closing date by 

August 31.  The Finance Committee is also working on arranging a loan agreement with a 

lender.  Another update will be given once the property transfer occurs. 

If you are led to help pay down the mortgage on 74 McGillstown Road, please write “74 

McGillstown” on the memo line of your check.  If giving cash, put the cash in an envelope 

clearly labeled “74 McGillstown” If giving online, in the message box type “74 McGillstown”.  

This way, all money given to reduce the mortgage can be accurately recorded and directed. 

 
Hospital Admissions:  

Please inform the church office when you or a loved one becomes a patient 
in the hospital or other health care facility.  The federal HIPPA regulations 
do not permit health care providers to release personal information 
without your expressed permission.  Not all health care facilities have 
chaplains on staff to contact us about your admissions.  A phone call to the 
church office at 717-865-7469 will help us to respond to you with pastoral 
care.  Thank you! 



Recover Your Vision with Prayer 

BY RICK WARREN — JULY 27, 2021 

“They said to him, ‘Lord, let our eyes be opened.’ And Jesus 
. . . touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered 
their sight and followed him." 
Matthew 20:33-34 (ESV) 

How is your perspective these days? You may be living 

with a sense of contentment and gratitude. If that’s 

you—great! But if you’re stuck in a negative pattern of 

thinking and have lost your sense of direction, God 

wants you to recover your vision. 
But it will only happen with prayer. 

Maybe you’re locked into a habit, hurt, or hang-up, and you 
can’t see your way out of it. Maybe it’s an unhealthy 
relationship, a bad attitude, or a way of living. No matter 
what it is, with prayer, you can recover your vision and 
see things you’ve never seen before. 

 
There’s a story in the Bible about two blind men who recovered their sight when they prayed. The Bible 
says, “And when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, ‘Lord, have mercy on us!’” (Matthew 
20:30 ESV). This was a passionate prayer, like King Hezekiah’s prayer from yesterday’s devotional. 
But the crowd told the blind men to be silent. So they prayed even louder, and Jesus stopped and 
asked, “What do you want me to do for you?” (Matthew 20:32 ESV). I love that. Jesus let them set the 
agenda. And he’ll let you do the same. He wants you to tell him what you need. And any time you tell Jesus 
something, you’re praying. 
Then they answered, “‘Lord, let our eyes be opened.’ And Jesus . . . touched their eyes, and immediately they 
recovered their sight and followed him” (Matthew 20:33-34 ESV). 
Doesn’t that sound like a good pattern? You pray, recover, and follow Jesus. You start looking at life from 
God’s viewpoint, and you see things you’ve never seen before. You see your spouse, friends, family, 
coworkers, and even strangers as valuable, acceptable, and forgivable. You also see those things about 
yourself. Your entire perspective changes. 

The Bible says in Mark 6:34, “When Jesus . . . saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd” (NIV). That’s the way Jesus sees people—with compassion. And he 
wants to recover your compassion for yourself, your loved ones, your community, your country, and the 
rest of the world. 
Ask God to restore your vision so you can follow him and see people the way Jesus does 

 

This week’s Wednesday Prayer Walk is here, Ono UMC!   

Weather permitting, we will meet under the main entrance porch at 7pm. 

Rain?  No worries, we will meet in the west Narthex. 

See you then! 



Join us for our weekly prayer walks, 

Wednesdays at 7pm! We will be meeting 

at a variety of locations to pray around 

our community. There will be a brief 

devotion to open, then approximately 45 

minutes to pray while walking and then a 

closing gathering prayer time. If you have 

any specific requests or questions, please email, text or hand them to Pastor Robb to 

share with the group.  Please see the church calendar for our walking schedule.  

 
August Schedule: 
8-4 meet at Ono UMC 
8-11 meet at Levitz Park 
8-18 meet at Bordner’s Cabin 
8-25 meet at Jonestown Community Park 

 

Dogs and Dialog: 
Join us Thursdays, for weekly conversations 

around a variety of faith related topics.   

Starting time is at 6:30pm at different 

locations throughout our Lebanon 

community.  We will provide hot dogs and 

drinks and ask that you bring a simple side 

dish to share if you are able.   

A Pastor from our Northern Lebanon 

Cluster will begin the discussion time with 

prayer and then will introduce the topic. 

We may then split into small groups 

before coming together to close around 

8pm.   

Please RSVP if possible so we 

know how many hot dogs and 

drinks to purchase. 
   

August Schedule: 
8-5 Dave and Janet Hahnlen’s 
8-12 Jared George’s 
8-19 Lenny and Bonnie Gibble’s 
9-26 Gene and Bev Ulrich’s 



Holy Communion 
Sunday, August 1st 

And so, 

in remembrance of these your mighty acts in 

Jesus Christ, 

we offer ourselves in praise and 

thanksgiving 

as a holy and living sacrifice, 

in union with Christ's offering for us, 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ 

will come again. 
 

   

 

It’s not too early to start looking for items to pack in a shoe box 

to bless a child this year! While our church is not doing a 

collective packing party, we would still encourage you to pack 

your own shoe boxes.  Ono UMC will again be a relay center for 

shoe box collections this fall. 

 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

Backpack 

Blessing 

Sun, Aug. 29th 



 Ono UMC Free Little Library!  

Located near the Ono Preschool entrance, you will find a beautifully 

decorated box filled with books to borrow, lend, share and most 

especially…read!  

Our Little Library is open and ready for you to enjoy a book, share a book and read a book at 
your convenience!  Bring your kids, your grandkids, your neighbors or just come on over by 

yourself!  Books for all ages!  Books for all seasons! 
Come on over and check us out!!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Read 

and 

Grow! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Missionary News Update 

Ralph Bechtel has been serving as the Director of Child Evangelism Fellowship of Lebanon 

County for many years. We have been supporting the work of CEF Lebanon County for at least 

20 years and Ralph has occasionally led our children at Ono when we have special events at our 

church. Ralph will be retiring at the end of August and we wish him all God’s best in the future. 

Pray that the CEF committee will see God’s leading as they choose a new director. 

 

 

David and Terri Fisher serve in northern Chile, sharing the gospel through ministries that 

include church planting and the FLORECE Prenatal & Family Counseling Center. God is using 

their gifts of teaching, discipleship, and counseling to further His kingdom. We have been 

supporting the Fishers the last 4 years. 

Pray for Dave’s interactions with the men of his weekly Bible study, especially Pablo, and for 

the proper resolution of the FLORENCE property legal situation. 

 


