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As soon as Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him,
she fell at his feet and told him, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother wouldn’t have died!”
When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who had come with her crying,
he was deeply moved in his spirit and troubled.
“Where have you put him?” he asked.
“Lord,” they told him, “come and see.”
Jesus wept.
John 11. 32- 35 (CSB)

I have profound trust that God is working for my good as I seek to serve Him (Romans 8. 28). Because of
that idea and Jesus’ promise that He grants a peace that passes all understanding (John 14. 27), I think I
am generally unconcerned about the future and focused on the present. This does not mean that life has
gone forward with my expectations- far from it. However, the older I get, the more storms God brings me
safely through, the easier it becomes to trust Him with the future. He truly has never given me a reason to
doubt His ability to quiet the storm and bring forth a new revelation.
Perhaps that is why I get so frustrated with myself when I catch myself concerned about the future. Am I
doubting the goodness of God? Do I doubt His ability to bring good things out of bad? When I am sad,
frustrated or simply feeling defeated, is God further disappointed by me and my distrust of the future?
Can I even ask such a question?
The story of Lazarus is a fascinating display of Jesus’ compassion in the midst of the storms of life. Jesus
knew that this event would end in a powerful demonstration of God’s presence. He knew that within
moments the very cause of people’s weeping would be removed. He does not chastise the people. He
does not question their faith or their strength. His was moved by them. He wept with them. It would have
been easy to transform this into a lecture on faith- instead, Jesus leaned into compassion. Their pain was
His. What a loving, compassionate Savior we have!
What a challenge that is to us. In the midst of people who struggle and ask questions, may we model the
love and compassion of Jesus. Paul reminds us to weep with those who weep- rejoice with those who
rejoice (Romans 12. 15). Our attitudes should reflect those around us as a show of support. Instead of
lectures and pondering the hearts of those around us, we would all benefit from simply trying to be present
with others wherever they are. At the same time, when we need someone to weep with us, I hope we
have the wisdom to find brothers and sisters in Christ willing to fulfill that role in our lives!
Life is not easy. Scripture certainly never promises that it is. Difficult moments can be exacerbated by our
own questions, struggles and self-doubt. In those moments, it is good to know that we have a Savior who
simply loves us. May we also serve that role with each other. As spring reinvigorates the earth, may our
presence in each other’s lives uplift and encourage. May we be the wonderful presence of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ to one another at all times and in all places for His glory!
Pastor Robb

Director of Youth and Worship APRIL 2021
Happy Easter! I pray that this Easter season will be one full of much rejoicing in Christ our Savior! Everywhere we look
these days people are searching for evidence to help them defend their belief or stance on an issue, particularly
scientific evidence about the virus. But when it comes to our faith people can be very skeptical and unsure. The truth is
we have all the evidence we need in the resurrection of Jesus. One of my favorite worship songs we have been singing
in worship is the song Evidence by Josh Baldwin. Some of lyrics that speak to me are, “The winter storms made way for
spring- in every season from where I’m standing…I see the evidence of your goodness all over my life.” “See the cross –
the empty grave – The evidence is endless!” “Why should I fear? The evidence is here.” I pray that the evidence gives
you a new confidence in your faith this Easter!
Youth Confirmation/Baptism – Pastor Robb and I are inviting any of our teens (grades 6-12) to be a part of this year’s
confirmation class. Youth who participate will join us for 6 weeks of Sunday school classes (April 11- May 23 @ 9:30am)
as we help them understand the basics of our faith and theology on a level they can understand. Students will then be
invited to be confirmed in the church and receive baptism if they were not already baptized. We pray families will
prayerfully consider if they want their youth to be a part of this year’s class! If you have questions please contact
Pastor Robb or Jess Grimes.

Pic Caption: Ono Youth and leaders in the morning after a night of fun and faith (and not much sleep!) together at an
overnighter at the church on March 19-20, 2021.

Ono Children’s Ministry
The Ollar Dollar Store will be open for the month of April on Wednesday nights at
Kids4Jesus. After April we will start to remodel the old Library into the Kids
Korner. We are so excited to start this process.
Be on the lookout for a new Character who wrote a rap song.
We are still having Kids4Jesus on Wednesday nights from 7 till 8. We just started
the 10 commandments. If the kiddos memorize all 10 of the commandments they
get to pick an outfit I have to dress up in within reason. (I can’t wait to see what
they pick!)
We will be delivering Easter Baskets the week before Easter for around 70 kiddos
from the church. The baskets are filled with many goodies and a special code in
one egg per basket. The kiddos have to watch a video online and input their code
from the egg. If they have the winning code they will win a 1lb Hershey Kiss or
two big Peanut Cups.

2 winners

or

Dillon Blauch won the Online Escape room. Good Job Dillon for escaping
the fastest from Mr. K’s Bowling Jungle Alley.
We are busy Preparing for Science Fair Day for the Summer. This is
going to be an exciting and messy day for the kiddos and helpers. If
anyone is interested in helping with this event please see Mr. K.

Thank You All for all your prayers and support through this time!!
Many Blessings Mr. K and family

Volunteer Spotlight….
Frank and Michelle Moore
Thank you for all the time you have given to help ensure that the
monthly food box distributions are carried out - from the shopping,
to packing, to distributing. Your efforts are greatly appreciated! To
date, over 50,000 lbs. of food has blessed our community.
Frank and Michelle are also members of Ono’s Worship Team.

Missionary News Update
Oleg and Audra Vrzheshch serving in Ukraine with Cru. Oleg asks for continued prayer
for salvation of family members.
Recently Oleg’s field ministry was switched from Athletes in Action to Leader Impact.
This ministry to leaders in the community involves serving with them to be a witness
and light to the business world where God has placed them.

Larry and Jane Kies serving in Zimbabwe at Africa University. Jane, a United Methodist
missionary, is part of a team teaching English to students coming from non-English
speaking countries in Africa. Larry is recently retired as a missionary but is still teaching
Agriculture. Jane shared recently her experiences teaching virtually:
“Our English class lists over 50 students. Not all are able to join for daily lessons
very easily. Some students in the group from Ivory Coast walk a significant
distance every day so that they can connect on their phones. Our lessons are
interspersed with ‘sounds of Africa’, a rooster crowing, a tropical storm tipping
rain on a tin roof, dancing to a distant African rhythm, family members peering
into the screen and sending their greetings.”
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Wednesday, April 1 st
Blue Easter Service
A tender evening,
for those of us feeling a bit fragile
during the holidays.

7pm

April 2 nd

7:00pm

with Communion

with Communion
and The Easter Cantata
No adult Sunday School today – Have a blessed day!

All Church Hike to
Borders Cabin!

Sunday, April 11th
2:00pm
(meet at the church parking lot)

Calling all amateur gardeners!
We have just a few church gardens left that need to be
loved on… just some simple weeding and gentle edging.
At your own pace. If you think we’re talking
your language, give Audrey Gongloff a call.
She’ll get ya all set up!
717-507-8036

We’re so thankful to share with you that we have been
able to share many backpacks during 2020! The
pandemic prevented us from being as hands on with
our Lebanon County Children and Youth Agency, but
we were so thankful that we were and are able to
express our appreciation to the case workers through
out the year. It’s been a particularly difficult year for
them too. Thank you again for your kind and generous
donations! We will be sure to let you know what our
needs are in the near future! Happy Easter!

Thank you!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Easter Changes Everything!
With deep hope,
Aundi Kolber
You whispered in the final minutes before death came, I’m sure—
And what must you have said?
You’re worth it, Beloveds.
Of course, this is my interpretation—but how could you have not?
I imagine you thinking about each of the faces you would rescue;
Every heart that is broken,
Everybody that is disconnected from goodness,
Every trauma still being relived—
You came to bring it back to rights.
Jesus, as you knew what you faced on that cross,
I’m certain you felt fear—of course you did.
You were fully God and man;
You asked the father to take this cup from you in that garden.
And yet, you chose the harder way even then.
Jesus, you were no stranger to a body that is limited—
One who experienced all that comes with humanity.
But I’m certain you thought of the wholeness your pain would bring us.
You remembered why we needed you.
And when you considered how vulnerable, how fragile we all are,
I can’t help but hear you say: “You are dust, my loves—but you’re valuable dust.”
And from this dust, you bring back life again and again and again.
Then the morning came,
And you threw off death like the King you are.
You broke the chains that bind us, so that even while we are still being made new
You reminded us the final battle is done.
Death was trampled SO that we may truly, completely, fully, and unabashedly live.
And while we are still being made new,
You have promised that you never,
No, never, leave us.
We needed to know—and still do—
There will be a time that you will set it all to rest.
Jesus, you are the truest, best,
Surest Savior we could ever have.
Easter—Changes Everything!

