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For the creation was subjected to futility—not willingly, but
because of him who subjected it—in the hope that the creation itself
will also be set free from the bondage to decay into the glorious
freedom of God’s children. For we know that the whole creation
has been groaning together with labor pains until now. Not only
that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as the first fruits—we also
groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies.
Romans 8. 20- 23 (CSB)
Lent is the season that is supposed to encourage Christians to
reflect on their faith and practice self-denial. I find self-denial as a concept to be a truly frustrating
thing. It seems easy on some things- I will not eat that second slice of pie or have a refill on my soda.
But, I don’t think that is the self-denial Scripture is talking about. Scripture is talking about denying our
earthly, selfish nature to put on the Holy Spirit. We cannot be filled with both the Holy Spirit and our
own nature at the same time. Plus, Paul reminds us that the nature of flesh is opposed to the nature
of God (Romans 8. 7). Therefore, it is a necessary practice for us in order to truly be God’s children. Yet,
it seems so hard to focus on God and so easy to focus on our desires. I wonder why that appears to be
the case.
The truth is, our flesh, and the whole of creation are in bondage to decay (Romans 8. 21). We know this
to be true even if we try to deny or ignore it. Things of the earth rot and fall apart. Even our bodies
experience this- the older I get the more painfully true this is! How can we be satisfied with something
that will inevitably fail? Isaiah reminds us to not spend money on that which does not satisfy (Isaiah
55. 2). Yet, we do this by focusing on the matters of the flesh above the matters of the Spirit. This is
precisely why we need Lent. We need to remind ourselves that step one, in the process of the
redemption of our bodies, is accepting the presence of God’s Spirit in our lives.
I think our fear lies in “losing” ourselves if we allow God to have full control. I get that. Except, if we
do not lose ourselves, then once our bodies decay is complete, we have truly lost. This is where I think
the Easter message steps in to remove our fear. We fear death because it seems so final. Resurrection,
however, changes the ending. With resurrection, death is not the final destination, but a part of the
journey. A journey that leads to a better life. If I can trust that God can resurrect me, then I can also
trust that if I die to myself, He can “resurrect” my Spirit with His in this life. In other words, I can be
dead to my own desires, because I trust that God has my best interest in consideration- and my best
interest is not the decaying flesh, but the redemption of my body.
Years ago I pondered if I was truly willing to die to myself. I thought I had. I sang the songs, attended
Campus Crusade for Christ, Bible Studies, Church etc. Then I received my call to ministry. I kept singing
the songs and working on my faith without telling a person for a brief period. I did not share it because
I knew if I did, then I would have to follow. As much as I wanted to be obedient, I also wanted the life
I had scheduled. It has been 27 years since then. This is what I will say- I am so grateful for what God
has done. My life looks nothing like I planned it. It is so much better. Be willing to die to yourself so
God can fill you- it is the best decision you could ever make. After all, God works for good for all who
serve Him first (Romans 8. 28).
~ Pastor Robb

From Our Director of Youth and Worship - March 2021
As we come upon one full year of living life in the midst of a global pandemic, I find myself earnestly trying to stay
positive and hopeful. It has been a trying year in the life of the church…in life in general. As we have had to
navigate uncharted waters, I pray that you have been intentional in your pursuit of God. Lent is a great time to
refocus and discover a spiritual renewal as we focus on the Cross and the hope we have in Jesus. Personally, I pray
that sense of refocus and renewal in my own life so I can better serve Ono Church and each of you.
I am looking forward to many things happening in the life of our church this month – Mark your calendars and be
a part! The first thing is the IF:Gathering event for women March 5th & 6th. This Friday evening and all day
Saturday event will be filled with wonderful teaching from top leaders in the church, inspiring times of worship
and sweet times of fellowship with other ladies! Let me know if you are planning to come so we can be prepared
– Come for all of it or come for some of it…but please come! The second thing I am excited for is The Passion: The
Musical presented by Piercing Word Ministries from Lancaster, Pa on Sunday, March 14 at 7pm. This is a free
event but we will take a love offering that night to help support their ministry. Also, don’t miss this great
opportunity to share the gospel with friends and family in a very powerful way!

Youth Baptism/
Confirmation –
Pastor Robb and I are inviting
any of our teens (grades 6-12)
to be a part of this year’s
confirmation class. Youth who
participate will join us for 6
weeks of Sunday school classes (April 11- May 23 @ 9:30am) as we help them understand the basics of our
faith and theology on a level they can understand. Students will then be invited to be confirmed in the
church and received baptism if they were not already baptized. We pray families will prayerfully consider
if they want their youth to be a part of this year’s class! If you have questions please contact Pastor Robb
or Jess Grimes.

Yoga Classes at Ono – Mondays at 6pm –
We invite you to be join us for yoga class in the fellowship
hall. All you need is a yoga mat, a water bottle and open
heart. All levels of fitness are welcome to come. We spend
time in God’s word and move together through a practice
that centers our hearts, mind and body on God’s presence.

Ono Children’s Ministry
Exciting Times in the Children’s Minsitry

Check out the new Kid’s Kubbies!

If you have not checked out the new Kid’s Kubbies, make sure you do. The
kiddos seem to love it. It is awesome to see the kiddos run to check to see if
they have anything. Please feel free to drop something in the kiddos bins if you
woud like. I am sure the kiddos would love it.

Ollar Dollar Store
llar

ollar

The kiddos have been earning Ollar Dollars for different things since the end of
2019. We are setting up the store for a month or two starting in March so the
kiddos can go shopping in the new kid’s ministry room (Kid’s Korner).

Thank You Essential Workers
The Children’s Ministry team and the Kiddos recognized the essential workers
in February (Healthcare, First Responders and School Teachers) by sending
them a card with a thank you note and a frosty’s keycard.
Thank you all for your hard work and dedication.

Many Blessings Mr. K and Family

March Volunteer Spotlight:

Jared George

Jared is currently serving his second term as
Ono’s Trustee Chairperson. We thank Jared and
the committee for ensuring that our building is well
maintained. In addition to Trustee Chair, Jared
also serves as a Middle School Youth Counselor.
Thank you for your faithful service!

Northern Lebanon United Methodist Cluster
2021 Lenten Series
As we prepare for the season of Lent, our local pastors have assembled
and will be presenting their messages of “NEW BEGINNINGS” each
Wednesday during Lent thru Wednesday, March 24th.
All services will be live at Ono United Methodist Church
(we will be social distancing between family groups
and ask that you wear a mask)
and
Live streamed on NLUMChurch
(which is our cluster youtube channel)
You may access this on our website at onochurch.org
Note: Please wear a mask and social distance between families. Thanks!

Mark Your Calendars! Coming to Ono UMC
Sunday, March 14th – 7:00 p.m.

Passion: The Musical - Description
Experience the last supper, trial, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus Christ
through Piercing Word's musical presentation of the Easter story. Utilizing a
modern-day, urban concept, this performance includes passages from all four
gospels and original music with scripture lyrics!
Note: Please wear a mask and social distance between families. Thanks!
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3/18 Brennen Hostetter

3/3 Eve Beamesderfer

3/21 Tucker Adams

3/4 Jalynn Strickler

3/21 Emery Blauch
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IF: Gathering 2021
Ono Ladies: A wonderful opportunity to sit in on wonderful teaching, dialogue with
one another, and worship together is coming on March 5&6 in the fellowship
hall! Come for all of it, come for some of it, but please come!!! and be blessed.
IF: Gathering 2021!!! Check it out on-line http://www.ifgathering.com - Friday Night,
March 5 begins at 7:15pm and Saturday March 6 begins at 9:15am and goes through
4pm. Snacks and refreshments will be provided throughout. For questions or to sign
up please contact Jess Grimes 717-877-0506

Note: Please wear a mask and practice social distancing. Thanks!

Easter Flower Orders are now being received!

Pansies represent loving
thoughts and remembrance.
So isn’t this a lovely flower to share this Easter!
Each container is $4.00 with
order forms due on 3-14-21. Please
bring your order form and money
and place in the office door mail
slot. Contact Audrey Gongloff with
questions.

ATTENTION: IMMEDIATE OPENING!!
ONO PRESCHOOL is currently
accepting applications for a
teaching position in our Christian
based preschool program.
Individuals with an Associate's
Degree in Early
Childhood Education or a
Bachelor's degree in Education or
Home Economics, with credits
received specific to Early
Childhood Education
are encouraged to apply. This
position is approximately 27 hours per week from the end of August through
May each school year. Salary will be based on experience and benefits
include sick/personal days each school year. Please contact our director
Jean Richard at 717-865-1333 or email onochurch@gmail.com for more
information. FBI clearances and PA Child Abuse clearances are required.

LENTEN SEASON
It’s time for us to contemplate
And search our mortal souls
And ask repentance for our sins
Created long ago
For 40 days and 40 nights
The wilderness He faced
He sought the solitude He’d get
Withdrawn from human race
He thought of all the things He’s done
Relived His blessed life
And asked why all these things would cause
Such anger and such strife
He fasted all these forty days
Prayed hard and looked above
Then He returned to His devoted twelve
With adoring endless love
His countenance was changed you see
He knew his coming fate
His entourage was quickly formed
And passed through Jerusalem’s gate
He rode upon a donkey
Through a loving cheering throng
Not one who waved a palm for Him
Thought anything was wrong
Some cried “Hosanna” just to Him
He smiled for all to see
As onward He continued
To meet His destiny
Now is the time for us to go
On Solemn bended knee
And bless this fasting Lenten time
Forgiveness is our plea!
written by George Miller
(reprinted from Ono’s 2014 Lenten Devotional Booklet – Risen Savior, Disciples Arising)

Ono UMC 2021 Calendar of Events (March thru July)
12 Monday

March
1 Monday
7:00 PM SPR Meeting

7:00 PM Mission Commission

19 Monday

7:00 PM Finance Committee

3 Wednesday

20 Tuesday

4 Thursday

26 Monday

7:00 PM Easter Choir Rehearsal

6:30 PM Preschool Father’s Night

5/6 Friday/Saturday

27 Tuesday

7:00 PM Outreach Committee

7:00 PM Lenten Service at Ono

IF Event for Ladies

7 Sunday

Third Sunday of Lent

Communion

8 Monday

7:00 PM Trustees

7:00 PM Education Commission

May
2 Sunday

Communion

8 Monday

Mother/Daughter Paint Event

10 Wednesday

9 Sunday

11 Thursday

10 Monday

14 Sunday

17 Monday

7:00 PM Piercing Word - The Passion

23 Sunday

7:00 PM Lenten Service at Ono
7:00 PM Easter Choir Rehearsal
Fourth Sunday in Lent

15 Monday

7:00 PM Treasurers

17 Wednesday

7:00 PM Lenten Service at Ono

18 Thursday

7:00 PM Easter Choir Rehearsal

19/20 Friday/Saturday

Mother’s Day

7:00 PM Trustee’s
7:00 PM Treasurer’s Meet
Day of Pentecost

25 Tuesday

7:00 PM Administrative Council

31 Monday
Memorial Day

June

Fifth Sunday in Lent

6 Sunday
Communion
14 Monday
7:00 PM Trustees

23 Tuesday

20 Sunday

24 Wednesday

21 Monday
7:00 PM Treasurers Meet

7:00 PM – 9:00 AM Youth Lock-in at Ono

21 Sunday

7:00 PM Administrative Council
7:00 PM Lenten Service at Ono

25 Thursday

7:00 PM Easter Choir Rehearsal

28 Sunday
Palm Sunday

April

Father’s Day

July
4 Sunday

Independence Day

Communion

6 Tuesday

1 Thursday

7:00 PM Worship Commission

2 Friday

7:00 PM Trustees
7:00 PM Mission Commission

7:00 PM Easter Choir Rehearsal
Good Friday

7:00 PM Good Friday Service

4 Sunday

Easter Sunday

6:30 AM Sunrise Service

6 Tuesday

7:00 PM Worship Commission

12 Monday

7:00 PM Trustees

12 Monday
19 Monday

7:00 PM Finance Committee

20 Tuesday

7:00 PM Outreach Committee
7:00 PM Education Commission

27 Tuesday

7:00 PM Administrative Council

