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While they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and
gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” He took a cup,
gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said
to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many.”
-Mark 14.22-24
A college roommate of mine always struggled to “hear” God. He did
daily devotions, worshipped regularly (thanks for all the rides to
church!) and was a leader in the college ministry, but still just never
felt like God spoke to him. Why wouldn’t God speak to Him? Where
was the Holy Spirit’s still small voice? He didn’t have an answer to
the question, but based on our conversations, it bothered him. Then, one snowy evening, he came
through the door with a huge smile on his face. He didn’t hear God’s voice with some profound
command or thought. Instead, he heard God laugh!
He had been working on his doctoral dissertation and stressed out about that and his work for the
university. When the snow began, he pushed forward to try and complete his tasks. Finally, he went
out and started his car- actually, he tried to start his car. The battery was dead with nobody around to
help. He tried to push the car to jump start it (the youth today will have no idea how fun that was to
do!). No avail. Too slippery. Eventually, he resigned himself to walk the three miles down the hill and
through town to our house. As he began his walk, he angrily expressed his frustrations to God. That’s
when he heard it. Laughter. God laughing at his complaining! Didn’t seem so comforting to me!
The laugh empowered my friend. He thought of all the blessings he had in his life. A safe childhood,
a safe house surrounded with friends, a job he enjoyed that empowered him to get a doctorate degreehe realized in that moment how truly blessed he was. Sure, the timing of the snow, the stress of
deadlines, the battery dying, the walk down the slippery mountain and the cold wind would frustrate
most of us. However, at that moment, he realized he had something so much better than the struggles
before him- he had a God who loved him. Loved him enough to laugh!
In a year when the stress of a pandemic, it is hard to see joy or reasons to give thanks. The scene of
the last supper fascinates me. Jesus knew that within 24 hours he would be brutally murdered. He
knew that the suffering would be immense. But here, surrounded by His friends, he gives thanks! He
could have been melancholy- we would all understand why later! Instead, Jesus was full of the divine
presence. He understood that difficult times lie ahead. He also understood that God’s presence would
be there. This winter, we are going to begin our worship with a series on the Holy Spirit- that intimate
presence of God that goes with us everywhere! Sometimes we allow dead batteries and the stress of
the world to disconnect us, but God’s presence should remind and reassure us that it will be alright. Our
real struggle is not that things on earth will not always work out as we desire- our real struggle is to stay
focused and connected with the one who truly loves us. We need the Holy Spirit at all times- when
things are going well to lead us, when we are struggling to embrace us, and maybe even sometimes to
laugh at us. May God’s presence fill our New Year so that we can be His lights in a world that
desperately needs His love and grace!

Pastor Robb

January 2021 – From Our Youth Director:
Happy New Year to everyone! This past year has certainly presented us with many challenges and
hiccups but I remain steadfast in my assurance that God is the midst of it all and is on the move in my
life and in the life of the Church. I praise God for the technology He has given us to stay connected
and to be able to use to continue ministry. I also praise Him for the many, many opportunities He has
given me to teach, disciple, and worship, despite the chaos going on around me. I am so thankful for
the many people who have been faithful in the midst of this year to keep pressing on in ministry...my
youth leaders, the sound/tech team, the worship team/musicians, Barb our awesome church secretary,
Mr. K, Robb and Dee and so many more!
I don't know what 2021 holds for us but I certainly trust the One who does know and is guiding and
directing us. I pray we each will renew our commitment to following Jesus in this new year ahead...a
good old fashion - fall on your knees - repent/confess - pour our your heart to him - RECOMMITMENT
to Jesus. What a fantastic way to begin a new year - Washed in the blood of the Lamb - Refreshed by
the power of the Holy Spirit - Willing to serve, honor and live for Jesus!
In Christ,
Jess Grimes

Ono youth enjoy food, fun and fellowship at the Youth Christmas party.

Ono Children’s Ministry

I hope that evryone had a Great Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Kids4Jesus
Wednesday Nights (7-8pm)
Starting back up on Janurary 6th 2021

Check out our Kids Friendly Christmas Eve service on the Church’s YouTube
Channel!!! Go to onochurch.org and follow the YouTube link.
I am so excited for the New Year to see what God has in store for Ono Church. One
thing that is exciting is that we are changing the Library into a room for the Kid’s
Ministry. It will be a fun and exciting room where we can do lessons, games,
puppetry, and many other exciting things. Keep looking
for more details.
I would like to say “THANK YOU” to everyone in the Church. You all have been
such a blessing and helped make 2020 as best as possible!
Many Blessings Mr. K

January
Birthdays!

1/19

Maya Harmon

1/21 Eva McFeathers (80th!)
1/22 Megan Atkins
1/23

Daryl Emrich

1/2

Dale Gongloff

1/25

Kaleb Ollar

1/2

Linda Saich

1/27

Mary Ulrich

1/3 Elizabeth Piotrowski

1/27

Linda Umbrell

1/5 Blake Sallada

1/27

Steve Schriver

1/8 Janel Weaber

1/28

Rodney Meyer

1/8 Emily Marinkov

1/28

Misty Edris

1/9 Margaret Bomgardner

1/30

Rhoda Lauver

1/9 Jared George

1/31

Mark Nichols

1/10 Marie Warner

1/31

Joan Parker

1/11 Dee Faller
1/11 Jim Edris
1/11 Richard Grubb
1/11 Miya Broughton
1/12 Bruce Peiffer
1/12 Suzan Shuey
1/14 Mike Wiest
1/14 Michael Meyer
1/16 Paul Wentling (90th!)
1/17 Tom Zeigler
1/17 Mitchell Edris
1/18

Mitch Walker

1/19

Dennis Hetrick

Ono Church extends the happiest of
birthdays to Paul Wentling who will
celebrate his 90th Birthday on January
16th, 2021. Paul is a very faithful
member, who has had the best attendance
over the years.
He has served as Ad Council Chair, HS
Youth Sunday School Teacher, helped to
run the Youth Group in the late 60’s and
early 70’s and was an Alternate Lay
Delegate to Annual Conference.
Thanks, Paul for your faithful service!

January 2021 Volunteer Spotlight:

Barry College
Ono Church extends a huge, heartfelt, THANK YOU to Barry College
for serving as our Financial Secretary for the past 35 years. Barry took
over the role after Henry Shuey, Sr., retired. Ever wonder who ordered
all those offering envelopes over the years; and who kept track of your
giving; and did your year end giving statements? That was Barry! Most
recently, Barry has been contacting the envelope users and personally
delivering the envelopes. Again, Barry, thank you so very much for your
faithful service, it is much appreciated. Enjoy your retirement!!

Preparing for a Better Year
BINU SAMUEL

“There were no blacksmiths in the land of Israel in those days. The Philistines wouldn’t allow them for fear they would make
swords and spears for the Hebrews.” 1 Samuel 13:19 (NLT)
Growing up, I wasn’t much of an athlete, but there was one game which got my heart racing and my competitive juices
flowing. Sword drills! It was a game we played at our church youth group, a little contest to see who could find a Scripture
reference the fastest. Its purpose? To entice the younger generation to know our Bibles, inside and out. Our youth group
leaders knew the Word of God would help us stand firm in our faith as we got older and faced more challenges.
I recently came across a passage of Scripture which took me back to those sword drill days. In 1 Samuel 13:19, we
read, “There were no blacksmiths in the land of Israel in those days. The Philistines wouldn’t allow them for fear they would
make swords and spears for the Hebrews. ”For much of the Old Testament, the Philistines were the Israelites’ long-standing
archenemy. They did everything in their power to ensure the Israelites had a limited arsenal of defense. How did they
accomplish this? By cutting off the Israelites’ defense system at its root.
The Philistines saw to it that the Israelites had no blacksmiths. No blacksmiths meant no weaponry. No weaponry meant no
proper way to defend themselves. For decades, this put the Israelites at a great disadvantage, as they were constantly
subject to neighboring bullies. Friends, the enemy’s tactics have not changed. The Bible is our sword. Hebrews 4:12a tells
us so: “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword …” (NIV).
The enemy knows the power our Bibles hold, so he does what he’s done for thousands of years. He attempts to cut off our
defense system at the root. Sure, the Bible has never been so accessible, but unfortunately, so are a million other things,
and those other things fight hard for my attention … and usually win.
You see, Satan isn’t intimidated by the number of Bibles in my home. He doesn’t mind that I’ve downloaded it on my phone
or read an occasional verse of the day. He doesn’t care that I have a sword if I never really use it.
Statistics indicate that individual Bible reading has taken a strong hit in the 2020 pandemic. We may be spending more time
at home, but we are spending less time in the Word.
I know it’s not easy trying to juggle new norms with less outlets for relief, but if there ever were a time we need to be soaking
in God’s Word, it’s now! When we open up our Bibles (or our Bible apps) and read His Word, breathing in the God-breathed
Word, the Bible will do what it says it will do — cut between our soul and spirit, exposing our innermost thoughts.
The Bible is so multifaceted. It isn’t just sharp and convicting; the psalmist tells us God’s Word is also a “lamp to guide my
feet and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105, NLT).
Have you needed a guiding light this past year? Or when temptation comes our way, quick access to the Scriptures can
give us discernment and protect us from sin. “I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you” (Psalm
119:11, NLT).Do you desire greater discernment and protection from sin? No other book can transform our lives like this
book can.
Sword drills were great, but we shouldn’t stop there! God’s living, breathing, active Word must get inside of us … only then
will we have what it takes to experience victory over any and every situation that comes our way. The enemy took away the
Israelites' swords; let’s not let him take away ours.
Dear Jesus, thank You for the power Your Word has in our lives. Forgive us if we have been distracted. We ask You to give
us the dedication we need to stay focused on You and on Your unchanging Word. Thank You for the hope we have in You.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

IMMEDIATE OPENING!! ONO PRESCHOOL is currently accepting
applications for a teaching position in our Christian based preschool
program. Individuals with an Associate's Degree in Early Childhood
Education or a Bachelor's degree in Education or Home Economics,
with credits received specific to Early Childhood Education are
encouraged to apply. This position is approximately 27 hours per week
from the end of August through May each school year. Salary will be
based on experience and benefits include sick/personal days each
school year. Please contact our director Jean Richard at 717-865-1333
or email onochurch@gmail.com for more information. FBI clearances
and PA Child Abuse clearances are required.

A Prayer to Keep God First This New Year
Dear God, Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for all
that you've allowed into our lives this past year, the good along with
the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need you and
rely on your presence filling us every single day.
We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year. We ask
that you will guide our decisions and turn our hearts to deeply desire
you above all else. We ask that you will open doors needing to be
opened and close the ones needing to be shut tight. We ask that you
would help us release our grip on the things to which you’ve said “no,”
“not yet,” or “wait.” We ask for help to pursue you first, above every
dream and desire you’ve put within our hearts.
We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and power to be constantly
present within us. We pray you would make us strong and courageous
for the road ahead. Give us ability beyond what we feel able, let your
gifts flow freely through us, so that you would be honored by our lives,
and others would be drawn to you. We pray that you’d keep us far
from the snares and traps of temptations. That you would whisper in
our ear when we need to run and whisper in our heart when we need
to stand our ground.
We pray for your protection over our families and friends. We ask for
your hand to cover us and keep us distanced from the evil intent of the
enemy; that you would be a barrier to surround us, that we’d be safe
in your hands. We pray that you would give us discernment and
insight beyond our years, to understand your will, hear your voice, and
know your ways. Amen. - Debbie McDaniel

Ono UMC Calendar of Events – January thru June 2021
January
3 Sunday
Communion

28 Sunday
Palm Sunday

April

5 Tuesday

2 Friday

6:00 PM HIS Servants
7:00 PM Worship Commission
11 M onday
7:00 PM Trustee’s
7:00 PM Mission Commission

Good Friday

18 M onday

6 Tuesday

7:00 PM Finance Committee

19 Tuesday
7:00 PM Education Commission
7:00 PM Outreach Committee

26 Tuesday
7:00 PM Administrative Council

February
2 Tuesday

6:00 PM HIS Servants

7:00 PM Good Friday Service

4 Sunday
Easter Sunday

6:30 AM Sunrise Service
6:00 PM HIS Servants
7:00 PM Worship Commission

12 M onday
7:00 PM Trustees
7:00 PM Mission Commission

19 M onday
7:00 PM Finance Committee

20 Tuesday
7:00 PM Education Commission

26 M onday

7 Sunday

6:30 PM Preschool Father’s Night

Communion

27 Tuesday

8 M onday
7:00 PM Trustees

15 M onday
7:00 PM Treasurers

17 W ednesday
Ash Wednesday

7:00 PM Outreach Committee

May
2 Sunday
Communion

9 Sunday

7:00 PM Lenten Service

Mother’s Day

21 Sunday

10 M onday

First Sunday of Lent

7:00 PM Trustee’s

24 W ednesday

17 M onday

7:00 PM Lenten Service

7:00 PM Treasurer’s Meet

28 Sunday

23 Sunday

Second Sunday of Lent

Day of Pentecost

25 Tuesday

March
2 Tuesday
6:00 PM HIS Servants

7 Sunday
Third Sunday of Lent

7:00 PM Administrative Council

31 M onday
Memorial Day

June

7:00 PM Trustees

6 Sunday
Communion
14 M onday
7:00 PM Trustees

10 W ednesday

20 Sunday

Communion

8 M onday
7:00 PM Lenten Service

14 Sunday
Fourth Sunday in Lent

15 M onday
7:00 PM Treasurers

17 W ednesday
7:00 PM Lenten Service

21 Sunday
Fifth Sunday in Lent

23 Tuesday
7:00 PM Administrative Council

24 W ednesday

7:00 PM Lenten Service

Father’s Day

21 M onday
7:00 PM Treasurers Meet

