ONO UMC Rooted . Growing

We have a surprise!
Happy New Year!

Happy News Letter!

January 2018
As we continue to
happening in our
this 1st edition of

discover new ways to share all the great things
ONO UMC family and community, we hope you enjoy
our monthly newsletter!
(Pastor Robb at the “Kids Pastor Sundae Social”)

It will be shared at the end of each month - electronically on our website www.onochurch.org and printed - available for pick up on the last sunday of each month in our west end narthex.
You will find words to inspire from Pastor Robb and some highlights from the past month with
plans for the new month as shared by some of our ministry leaders. Maybe even a testimony of
God's mighty hand reaching down to our little church in the heart of Ono. We would love your
personal input! Stories, photo’s, group activities... see where we’re goin?! So, before we get
started, would you help pick the name?!
You have 3 different ways to voice your vote!
* go to ‘Ono United Methodist’ on facebook
* Place your vote in the West Narthex (look for the ballad box)
* go to our website : www.onochurch.org and vote
#1). Ono News Organization

# 2). Good News in ONO

#3). MainStreetMatters

Looking ahead...
By Pastor Robb
Because of this decision we don’t evaluate people by what they have or how they look. We looked at the
Messiah that way once and got it all wrong, as you know. We certainly don’t look at him that way
anymore. Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start,
is created new. The old life is gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it! All this comes from the God who
settled the relationship between us and him, and then called us to settle our relationships with each
other. God put the world square with himself through the Messiah, giving the world a fresh start by
offering forgiveness of sins. God has given us the task of telling everyone what he is doing. We’re Christ’s
representatives. God uses us to persuade men and women to drop their differences and enter into God’s
work of making things right between them. We’re speaking for Christ himself now: Become friends with
God; he’s already a friend with you.
 2 Corinthians 5. 16- 20 (The Message)
Each new year people are excited about change! They make resolutions on how the next year
will be different. They desire to develop better habits or patterns in life. The first week of the year is
usually the most crowded week at the gym. There is one problem. Humans really do love patterns and
their own habits. We might say we want to try something new, but inevitably we revert to our old
patterns. They are comfortable. They are usually convenient. New might seem like a good idea, but the
challenge is great!
The Church has long struggled to walk this path of newness. Thousands of years ago people
stopped speaking Greek and Latin was the common language. It took years of debate before the church
was willing to translate the New Testament from the original Koine (common) Greek into the Latin
Vulgate (also common- the word vulgar has the same root!). Then people stopped speaking Latin and it
took years again for the church to translate the Bible into German and English. As society changes, the
Church has been slow to adapt, but eventually the Church remembers that we are called to be all things
to all people in order that we might save some (1 Corinthians 9. 19- 23). The Gospel message is not
contained with traditions, but with a Holy Spirit that brings forth new and fresh life.
Jesus conversation on new and old wineskins can seem confusing (Matthew 9. 17). However, He
is simply pointing out that He is ushering in a new creation. Up to this point, people were saved through
their faithful adherence and strict obedience to the laws of Judaism. By paying the price for all sins,
Jesus was ushering in a new era. A time when God’s presence is available to offer a new life! Two
thousand years later and we carry that same message, but with different tactics. Language has changed.
Clothing has changed. Worship has changed. The Message remains the same! Over the past year, Ono
has experienced some significant changes. We went from a part-time children’s director to a full-time
one. We settled into our first full-year together! Through it all, God’s Message has been proclaimed and
lives have been changed! Admittedly, I am a creature of habit. I love my traditions and my patterns.
However, I will give them all up in order to faithfully proclaim and live out the Gospel. I am sure this
year will bring more changes. Can that seem intimidating? Certainly, but our focus should remain
steadfast. Where is God moving at Ono and how do we follow. After all, a New Year brings new
opportunities for God’s presence to root and grow in our lives as we faithfully follow Him! May the Holy
Spirit be with us all as we seek to serve Him this year!

Ono Youth Ministry

by Jessica Grimes

I

t is always exciting to begin a new year

of ministry! I am looking forward to how God will move and work in the hearts and lives of our
teens in 2018! This spring and summer will be spent preparing our teens for mission trips. Our

high school team will be travelling to Appalachia and spending a week serving in a community
recovering for a devastating flooding last summer. We are looking forward to partnering with
local churches and community groups through the aid of the organization Praying Pelican.
Currently we have a team of 26 teens and adults going on July 28-August 3, 2018. The team

has been busy planning many activities and service opportunities to build us up as a team and
raise funds for the trip. On January 6, we will be going to minister to the homeless of
Philadelphia by sharing with them sandwiches, hats, gloves and socks. On February 11 the
team will be inviting couples of Ono to come out for a Valentine’s

Pie Dinner.

Homemade Pot

Then on March 11 the team will be setting up a coffeehouse in the fellowship

hall with special guest singer/songwriter Josh Zimmerman who will share music with us. It is our
hope that the church will come alongside our young people in their efforts to raise funds and
preparing to serving God.
Our middle schoolers will also be having a mission experience this summer. We will be setting
up a two day local mission experience for them to have the chance to serve in many local
agencies like food pantries and nursing homes.
The new year will kick off with both the middle school and the high school working through a
curriculum about “How to Be A Quitter” – things God calls us to quit in order to grow closer to
him...like gossiping, complaining, etc.
We are also excited for winter retreats that will be
happening in February at Refreshing Mountain Camp in Clay, PA. The middle school will
retreat first on February 9-11 and the high school will be going February 23-25. Please in
prayer for these weekends for our youth and leaders. It is always good for teens to get away
from busy schedules and the pressures of life and have time to hear from God and be
challenged in their faith journey.
May the prayer of all hearts in 2018 be: “Here

I am, Lord! Use me!”

Ono Children’s Ministry


by Kerry Ollar

We had a great turnout for the Christmas play. The children did an
awesome job and sang with power and love. I was very proud of them.

Kids 4 Jesus and Children’s fellowship will be starting back up in January.
The kids will be learning the Fruit of the Spirit while having a movie night
and a family game night throughout the winter months. Keep your eyes
posted to the calendar for dates and times!
We started preparing for the kids retreat for February. The theme for this
year is the winter Olympics. We are going to talk about how athletes train
for the Olympics and tie that into how the kids should train to live out their
everyday lives.

January 2018 Calendar can be found on our
website and in your Sunday Bulletin!
READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

As our newsletter developes…
should you find yourself envisioning interesting topics to include - Let us know!
If you would like to be a part of this project - let us know!

Let’s have some fun!
Call Dee at 484-620-6726
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